
AFFIDAVIT OF  

My name is . I am  years old. I currently reside at  
 

I am a food vendor at various night markets in Malaysia . 

This is my testimony concerning the abuse I suffered under Elijah Thomas Chacko and his 
organisation·, The Westminster Tradition and how it has affected me until today. 

1. When I was 9 and 10 years old, I left my family home in  to live with Elijah Thomas 
Chacko in Johor Bahru (where  and a friend also resided). My parents 
had thought it would do me spiritual good to be close to Elijah. 

2. Throughout my stay there, I suffered various forms of physical abuse such as being caned, 
punched and forced to do long hours of manual labour. I was also the subject of ragging by Elijah 
Thomas Chacko and other members of The Westminster Tradition organisation. 

3. Many times I was wrongfully accused and forced to confess to another's wrongdoing. For 
example, Elijah Thomas Chacko falsely accused me of breaking a MYR800 trophy which I had not 
done and for 3 days he caned me all over my body. I was punched, kicked and even suffocated until 
I acknowledged that I had broken the trophy. I was only 10 years old at that time. I will never forget 
what happened during those 3 days. 

4. Sometimes, I was stripped completely naked and publicly subjected to caning over my entire 
body. On one occasion, this happened because I did not say "thank you" when Elijah Thomas 
Chacko and his assistants bought food for me. The caning was so severe that I was bleeding on my 
hands and back. · it was obvious enough that even rny primary school teacher noticed and wanted to 
report this to the police. 

5. At that time, I had thought that Elijah Thomas Chacko's teachings were true- that for the sake of 
my soul I needed to submit myself to the 'application of the law' (discipline). Therefore I prevented 
my teacher from reporting the matter to the police .. 

6. Throughout my years living with Elijah Thomas Chacko, I was prevented from attending school 
activities on Saturdays and Sundays and was made to stay at home and do unpaid manual labour in 
Elijah's home. This involved such things as taking care of the garden as well as his numerous pets 
(dogs, rabbits, birds, fish, peacocks, chickens, quail, squirrels). I was told that I was expected to do 
these chores as a form of recompense to Elijah for sponsoring my stay at his home. 

7. I recently found out that this was not entirely true as my parents paid MYR400 monthly for our 
daily expenses and my auntie (who was also staying with us) helped pay for many of our meals and 
school expenses. 

8. My peers and I were also forced to give Elijah massages for long hours. Many times I massaged 
until I nodded off but still I had to continue on. lt made it hard for me to get up for school in the 
mornings. it was hard for me to focus in school and during church services. If I fell asleep during the 
Sunday morning service, I was made to stand on the stool in public as punishment for falling asleep. 
But the cause of my tiredness was because I had stayed up late to massage Elijah. 

9. The physical abuse affected the way I developed as a child. When angered, I became violent. I 
vented my anger at my friends and peers in school. I became a gangster in school and was 
eventually expelled and sent home to my parents . 

10. Elijah and his assistants never counselled or positively encouraged me to improve or change 
from my bad behaviour. They only told my brothers and friends to stay away from me as I was a bad 
influence. I was prohibited from seeing them or spending time with them. 



11. Elijah Thomas Chacko also told us that we should practice 'B iblical Separation' (setting 
ourselves apart from or shunning people outside The Westminster Tradition) . We were not allowed 
to have close friends outside of the organisation. As a result of this teaching and being ostracized 
from within the organisation by Elijah, I felt lonely and lost. Slowly this loneliness turned to anger and 
disgust at what I had experienced. I wondered how an organisation claiming to be the church of God 
could behave like this. 

12. I began to privately explore life outside of The Westminster Tradition and went astray. I mixed 
with the wrong crowd and indulged in bad habits such as fights and drug-taking , often played truant 
from school . I took  to escape from reality. I did not want to think about the 
situation I was in. 

13. My parents did not fully understand what had caused me to change and turn out this way. They 
were so blinded by Elijah Thomas Chacko's teachings. They fully believed everything he had told 
them about me and so I was left on my own. 

14. At the age of 15, I ran away from home and tried to find my own life. I could not no longer bear to 
hear the teachings of Elijah and my parents' conclusions about me. They often cursed me and told 
me that if I would not turn and come back to Elijah Chacko's organisation, I would certainly be on the 
way to hell. I worked odd jobs for low wages just to survive. 

15. lt was hard for me to be without my parents' support and I grew up feeling unloved by them. 

16. Unto this day I am a fighter and my instinct is to use violence when provoked. I am also still 
fighting my addiction to drugs. 

17. When I heard in 2018 that my family had left The Westminster Tradition, I was so happy and 
relieved. I have started coming home more frequently and I feel less resentful towards my parents . 
My parents also care about me much more now and check on me frequently to make sure I am safe. 
I feel like I finally have some support and love from them. 

18. I am testifying in the hope that what I have experienced will not happen to anyone else. 

I hereby state that the information above is true, to the best of my knowledge. I also confirm that the 
information here is both accurate and complete, and relevant information has not been omitted. 
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NRIC: 605- -  43 
Date: 
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